
 

Sugar Creek United Methodist Church 

August 2022 
 

The Sugar Creek Men’s & Ladies’ Group decided 

to not meet in August due to the State Fair kicking 

off that week. Our next fellowship will be Monday, 

September 12. More details coming soon!  

To learn more about events happening at the Illinois 

State Fair visit their website at: 

www2.illinois.gov/statefair 

Facebook: ILStateFair 

August 11—21, 2022 

The Annual Family Campout will once again be at 

Ramsey State Park. Join us Sept. 30-Oct. 2 for three 

fun-filled days with other Sugar Creek Campers.  You 

pay for a space when you arrive at the park.  Please 

contact Shirley Rickman (217.691.5039) if you plan 

to attend, or have questions.   

FAM«ILY 

WORSHIP 

& PICNIC 

IN THE 

PARK 

Join us for worship followed by a picnic at 

Center Park (across from the Zoo on East Lake 

Shore Dr., areas 2-4) on Sunday, September 25 

at 11:00 AM. The church will provide fried 

chicken, drinks and table service.  Bring a side 

dish and/or a dessert to share, and your lawn 

chairs! 

Training 
Tuesday, August 16, 2022 

This important Safe Sanctuaries training will 

take place on Tuesday, August 16 from 6PM—

8PM. All leadership chairs as well as all team 

members are encouraged to attend the training, 

but anyone interested in Safe Sanctuaries is 

more than welcome to attend.  

If you have questions, or plan on attending 

the training, please call or email the office at 

office@sugarcreek.org/483.2270 



Right now, therefore, every time we get the chance, let us work for the benefit of all, starting with the people 
closest to us in the community of faith. – Galatians 6:10 (NRSV) 

    Exciting new ministries and events are taking place here at Sugar Creek! And we want everyone to participate in 
the excitement. So, in this month’s article, I offer an important reminder as to just how important each person is to 
the life of the church. The following is a meditation I presented some years ago. Unfortunately, I couldn’t locate the 
original source used for this meditation. Nevertheless, with my apologies to the author, here is a great way to think 
of the community web of faith of which you are an essential member. 

    If you’ve ever accidently walked through a big spider’s web, you know how those delicate strands can be very sticky 
and clingy. Getting a spider web out of your hair or your clothing can be tough to do. 

    A spider’s web is an impressive little building project. The support strands linked together with ring after ring of 
circles is a remarkable sight. Scientists have determined that the chemical make-up of an ordinary strand of spider’s 
web is 5 to 10 times stronger than steel, stronger than the material that holds up our tallest skyscrapers or supports our 
longest bridges. 

    When you combine the strength of each strand with the engineering design of a spider’s web, you have the 
strongest structure known in nature. In fact, someone once computed that a pencil-thick strand of spider’s silk 
could stop a Boeing 747 in mid-flight. 

    Another structure imitates the inter-woven strength of a spider’s web. This structure duplicates the flexibility of a 
spider’s web so well that it can stretch beyond time itself – flinging its web-like strands back into the past and 
shooting them into the future. This structure – this intricately woven web – is called the community of faith and the 
Web-Weaver is the Holy Spirit, as it weaves a web of   relationships among persons, and even across generations, 
through the power and variety of individual spiritual gifts. 

    You have been given unique gifts, which affect the relationships of everyone else in the community where you 
live. In fact, you are where you are today because others in your community faithfully use their spiritual gifts from 
God to love you and to take care of you, and because persons in your life believe in you and sacrifice for you. 

    Think for a minute of one person in your community web (your life) who loves you, believes in you and 
uses their gifts for you. It can be anyone from your past or present. It may be someone who is still alive or 
who has died. Stop and say a prayer of thanksgiving to God for that person sometime today.  

    Yarn stretched out like a spider’s web in the middle of a circle of people demonstrates how the  variety of 
spiritual gifts that each person has and uses within their community binds everyone together into one interwoven 
web of faith. So, if you have a hard time believing that anything and everything you do affects everyone else 
around you, then imagine all the people in your community are standing around you in a circle, each holding a 
piece of the same yarn. Now imagine you pulling on and stretching the yarn as you fall down or fall away from the 
circle. Can you see how everyone else in the circle is affected by what you’re doing or by what’s happening to you? 

    Also, part of the genius of a spider’s web is that it can transmit information to the spider whenever and 
wherever it is touched. The vibration of each person’s touch is immediately transmitted across the strands to 
everyone else who is part of the same web. The same is true for you every time you choose to do something 
(good or bad, kind or cruel, helpful or hurtful). Thus, remember that whatever you do, whether you realize it 
or not, will eventually affect everyone else within your community web of faith.  

    Finally, keep in mind that God not only gives you unique spiritual gifts, but also God gives you the free 
will to choose whether to use your gifts to help build a strong and loving faith community or ignore those 
gifts and help tear apart the intricate and delicate web of faith, which the Holy Spirit spun just for you. I pray 
you will choose wisely. 

    Oh, and one more thing, when it seems everyone else in your faith community has stopped loving you and believing in 
you, always remember there is one member of your community who will never stop loving you or believing in you. That 
someone is, of course, Jesus Christ, your Lord and Savior. Just a thought. 

Agape! 

Pastor Paul Our Vison:  Sharing Our Joy in Christ Jesus by Reaching Out to Show God's Love. 

Just a Thought— “Community Web of Faith” 



 

Thanks to all the wonderful crew of friends 

that helped make Wonderful Wednesdays a 

success for another year. We couldn’t of done 

it without you. 

It was a pleasure to serve the in-house 

guests and deliver hot meals to our friends 

at home 

Gene & Wanda Meurer 

 

Apologies—this thank you was omitted  

from the prior newsletter. 

On the second and fourth Sundays of the month 

(14th & 28th) everyone is invited to the Worship 

Center following the 9 AM service for a brief time (10 

-10:15) of sharing in our Sugar Creek community’s 

joys and concerns, prayers and praises.  

Funeral Service 

JANICE C. LOGSDON 

Saturday, August 27, 2022 

Visitation: 9 AM—11 AM 

Funeral Service—11 AM 

Sugar Creek UMC 

Sugar Creek will provide a luncheon for the family 

immediately following the service. Please contact the 

church office (office@sugarcreek.org/483.2270) if 

you would be willing to provide a side dish, casserole, 

and/or a dessert for the luncheon. Look for an email 

reminder, and sign up sheet in the foyer as we get 

closer to the date. 

Nursery 

Volunteers 

Needed 

The Nursery at Sugar Creek is in need of volunteers 

age 16 and over to assist with the children’s care. 

If the Nursery is in use for both services for one 

or more children, help will be needed from 8:45 - 

12:15. 

All volunteers will be required to first pass DCFS 

background checks; CPR certification is highly 

recommended.  Please contact the church office 

if you are interested in volunteering. 

483.2270/office@sugarcreek.org 

PLUG INTO THE  

POWER OF PRAYER 

Our New Bookkeeper—Rachelle Matthiesen 

We are pleased to announce that Rachelle 

Matthiesen has accepted the position as 

part-time bookkeeper. Please give a warm 

Sugar Creek welcome to Rachelle! Pictured 

with our church treasurer Holly Taylor. 

Volunteers don’t necessarily have the  

time; they just have the heart! 



 

HEALTHY HOLY HABITS 

Don’t forget to turn in your steps each week 

for the Healthy Holy Habits Challenge. Look 

for the drop off box outside the church office. 

2nd   Mindi Tuxhorn 

3rd   Becky Lucas 

4th   Terri Boyd 

5th   Lovell Legg 

10th   Chuck Sharp 

12th   Mike Barnard 

14th   Marcia Mackay 

14th   Rustin Godfrey 

18th   Bill Legg 

18th   Jay Davis 

19th   Joe Frazee 

21st   Charlotte Clark 

26th     Marilyn Dickey 

27th    Dale Elenberger 

30th     Kerry McDonald 

31st   Linda Davis 

5th  John & Lucy Anderson 

7th  Pastor Paul & Nancy Dinges 

18th  Barry & Jennifer Smith 

23rd  Bill & Lisa Brockway 

29th  Chuck & Lois Frazee Don’t see your name on the birthday or anniversary list? Please 

contact the church office (office@sugarcreek.org or 483.2270) 

to let us know. We don’t want to miss your special day! 

GOT A QUICK SECOND? 

Look for our YouTube channel (Sugar Creek United 

Methodist Church) to like & subscribe. Once we get 100 

subscribers, we can get a custom channel name to make 

the Sugar Creek YouTube channel much easier to find.  

Caregiving Team—Tuesday, August 2 @ 6:30 PM 

Finance Team—No meeting 

Children & Family Ministries—Tuesday, August 9 @ 6:30 PM 

Trustees—Tuesday, August 9 @ 6:30 PM 

Leadership Team—Tuesday, August 16 from 6 PM—8 PM 

SPPRC—Thursday, August 18 @ 6:30 PM 

Missions Team—Tuesday, August 23 @ 6:30 PM 

Worship Team—Thursday, August 25 @ 6:30 PM 
 

Be careful how you think; your life is shaped by your thoughts. 



The Walk for Water Confirmation 

Mission Project on Sunday, July 31 

was a huge success! We had ten walk-

ers join our 2022 confirmands for the 

4.02 mile walk around Chatham. 

Donations are still coming in, so look 

for an update in the September 2022 

Joyful newsletter. 

Special thanks to Jim Lund for planning 

out the route, and Rachelle Matthiesen for 

all of the great pictures. 

Pictured from left to right—Allison Daugherty, Mason Brockway, Bob & Crystal Matthiesen, Suzanne Daugherty, 

Nick Smith, Jacob Bandixen, Evan Frazee, Rachelle Matthiesen, Pastor Paul, Louis Ealey, Jim Lund, Jeff Koch 



BOOKS 

DESK 

ERASER 

GLUE 

LUΣNCHBOX 

MATH 

NOTEBOOK 

PAPER 

PENCIL 

PLAYGROUND 

READING 

RECESS 

RULER 

STUDENT 

TEACHER 

WRITING 

Auburn Schools ..................................... August 17 

Chatham Schools .................................. August 18 

Pawnee Schools ..................................... August 17 

Rochester SchΦools ............................. August 17 

Springfield Schools .............................. August 23 


