
Our Vision:  Sharing Our Joy in Christ Jesus by Reaching Out to Show God's Love. 

Sugar Creek United Methodist Church 

September 2022 

Joyful News 

Join us for worship followed by a picnic at Center 

Park (across from the Zoo on East Lake Shore Dr., 

areas 2-4). On Sunday, September 25 at 11:00 

AM (There will not be a 9 AM service on the 25).  

The church will provide fried chicken, drinks and 

table service.  Please bring a side dish and/or a 

dessert to share along with your lawn chairs.  

On September 25 we will not only have Worship & 

Picnic in the Park, but thanks to Bill Allbright we will 

have an opportunity to visit Henson Robinson Zoo 

(across from the picnic area). Those interested will 

need to tell the zoo cashier how many people in 

their group and that they are with Sugar Creek. 

You will be entitled to: admission to the zoo, goat 

or fish food and a train ride token.  

 

September 5, 2022 

The church office will be closed on Monday, September 5 

in observance of the Labor Day holiday. 
 

BIBLE YEAR SMALL GROUP 

There will be small group on Labor Day, September 5 at 8 AM. 

Cinnamon Roll Sunday 

On Sunday, September 18 the Missions team will be serving 
a cinnamon roll breakfast during the 10 AM fellowship 
time. Their goal is to raise a total of $1,000 (breakfast & 
Noisy Collection offerings) for September through November 
to benefit the IGRC Child Welfare Agencies: 

The Baby Fold, Chaddock, Cunningham Children’s Home, Lessie 
Bates Davis Neighborhood House, and Spero Family Services 



Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 
also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run 
with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pio-
neer and perfecter of our faith . . .  – Hebrews 12:1-2 NRSV 

It is said that, on average, it takes at least five years for a pastor to establish a viable 
ministry within the church . . . as long as it is in good health and not experiencing any 

major conflicts. I believe this to be true, which means that this year – my sixth year in pastoral ministry at Sugar Creek 
– will be an important year for the mission of the church and my ministry here. This, then, is a good time and oppor-
tunity to review what I feel is the focus for the vision and mission of the Sugar Creek United Methodist Church for the 
future. 

I liken the overall mission and supporting ministries of the church as an important race that we 
must run. This race is not a sprint; it is a marathon. So, as the Apostle Paul says in Hebrews 12:1, we 
must “run with perseverance the race that is set before us.” In other words, we are in this race for the 
long term (for the life of the church), which means it’s going to take a great deal of determination to  
ensure we don’t give up and fall short of crossing the finish line. 

As with any race, it takes a lot of support from others, as well as disciplined training and careful 
preparations by the runners. Paul reminds us that our support as a church comes from “so great a cloud 
of witnesses,” who cheer us on as we run, and who lift us up when we stumble and fall. Even more, this 
great cloud of witnesses means that we never run the race alone, and that we aren’t the first (and won’t 
be the last) to run. Indeed, this race began with the birth of the church centuries ago and will continue 
long after we have finished our leg of the race. 

The training and preparations required for this race include throwing off any “weight and sin” 
that is slowing us down and holding us back from running a good race and giving our best effort. They 
include the weights of conflict, division, mediocrity, selfishness, irrelevance, inflexibility, etc. and the 
sins of pride, greed, gossip, injustice, deceit, discrimination, etc. within the church. In addition, for our church 
to persevere in running the race set before us, we must (as Paul says) “[look] to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of 
our faith.” As we run, we must never take our eyes off Jesus for the faith we need, lest we lose our strength, and veer 
off course or collapse in the middle of the race. After all, Jesus is the ultimate example of faithful determination and 
perseverance in any race we run, particularly as Christ’s Church. 

As a reminder, our goal as a church – the reason we run this race with perseverance – is to accomplish the 
mission of the church as commanded by Jesus. “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you” (Mat. 28:19-20 NRSV). Rightly so, Christ’s mission for the church is the general mission 
for The United Methodist Church of “making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world,” 
and the specific mission for SCUMC “to bring people to Jesus Christ through worship, connection, and service.” 

In essence, then, the universal mission of Christ’s Church is the same, “to makes disciples of Jesus 
Christ.” However, to fulfill the universal mission, each individual church (including SCUMC) needs to 
have a unique vision and mission, along with viable and supporting ministries, according to its specific gifts 
and particular mission field. SCUMC has the unique vision and mission it needs, which offers inspiration and 
guidance as we run the race set before us. As just mentioned, our unique mission is “to bring people to Jesus 
Christ through worship, connection, and service.” And our unique vision is “sharing our joy in Christ Jesus 
by reaching out to show God’s love” 

An important part of the role of the pastor in any church is to bring clarity and focus to the church’s unique 
vision and mission to equip church members (runners) to realize the vision and fulfill the mission (run the race) of 
the church. With the support of the SPPRC, I am doing this by offering the following vision and mission foci: 1) 
Grow the Children & Family Ministry and Youth Ministry. 2) Renew a Viable Hospitality Ministry. 3) Provide 
Discipleship Growth Opportunities. 

(Continued on next page) 

Running the Race 

JUST A THOUGHT 



 

(Running the Race—continued) 

In my first five years of ministry at Sugar Creek, the church has made great “strides” in training 
and preparing to “run with perseverance the race that is set before us.” Thus, as I enter the sixth year of 
my ministry here, I pray this will be the year that we do our warmup exercises, take our place at the 
starting line, surge forward at the sound of the starting gun, and run the race of renewing and growing 
vital church ministries and providing discipleship growth opportunities. 

As we run, may we be inspired and encouraged by the cheers of so great a cloud of witnesses, made 
up of runners who’ve finished the race and crossed the finish line before us. And may we look to Jesus as our 
first and perfect example of the faith and perseverance we need for the race ahead of realizing the vision and 
fulfilling the mission of our church. Just a thought . . .   

 

Agape! 

Pastor Paul 

CALLING ALL CHEFS! 

We are in need of a new lead chef for the Wonderful 
Wednesday meals as our in-home executive chefs 
(Gene & Wanda Meurer) are  retiring from 20 years 
of faithful service. 

While not a paid position there's lots of perk, such as: 

• Volunteer help from talented sous chefs and a 
great kitchen crew. 

• A large well-equipped kitchen. 

• A great time of fellowship! 

• Summers off! 

If interested (and we hope that you are), please 
contact us at 483.2270 or office@sugarcreek.org. 

IT’S GOOD TO BE BLESSED. IT’S BETTER TO BE A BLESSING. 

Monday, Sept. 12 

6:00 PM 

Men’s & Ladies’ Group 

Join us on Monday, September 12 at 6 PM at 

Toni’s Café (379 IL-104, Divernon) for good 

food, fellowship and a great speaker! 

Gene Turner will be sharing with us about his 

mission trips to Liberia. Dinner from the 

menu. Invite a friend! 

 
Small groups (only) will kick off on 

Wednesday, October 5 at 6:30 PM.  

Look for more details in the up-

coming church bulletins and email. 



July 18, 2022 

Shortly before school let out for the summer, some of our young students 

studied and raised butterflies in their classroom at our therapeutic day 

school. Students marveled at the fascinating start of a butterfly’s life: from 

caterpillar to cocoon, to a whole new creature with wings to take them into 

their new lives in their new form. 

In the classroom, students learned how to gently care for these delicate 

creatures, what they like to eat, and how to let them grow. Of course, after 

they grew, it was time to let them go. These children left their classrooms 

and carried their freshly formed butterflies to Chaddock’s Butterfly Garden. 

Here, they opened up their butterfly sanctuaries and released them. Some 

fluttered out right away, others took a few moments to leave the only home 

they’ve known, and others landed on our kids as a sweet goodbye before 

entering the wide-open world around us. 

Our kids learned that their small friends have departed, but that’s the 

beauty of the work that they did to care for them. The butterflies will go 

on to fulfill the purpose God intended. They’ll travel, they’ll improve 

gardens, and they’ll provide soft, beautiful reminders to all of us. 

Much l ike the work we do for the families and children in our care, we 

carry the understanding that once our kids leave Chaddock, they’re headed 

to a future that wasn’t possible before. Restored home environments, healed 

relationships, and bright possibilities remind us of what we’re all working 

toward. 

The next time a butterfly passes by our kids, they may think of the warmth 

they experienced while they were here. The next time a butterfly passes you 

by, we encourage you to keep Chaddock’s children in your thoughts. 

Please support the children at Chaddock and the work our staff does to create 

space where our kids can grow and go to places like never before. Every gift 

serves as the most optimal backdrop for our children and families to take a 

new form. With faith and blessings, hope and healing is possible. 

 

Blessings to you, 

Debbie Reed 

Chaddock President/CEO 

Children’s Foundation 



Caregiving 
Tuesday, September 6 @ 6:30 PM 

 

Finance 
Thursday, September 8 @ 6:30 PM 

 

Nominations 
Sunday, September 11 @ 10:15 AM 

 

Trustees 
Tuesday, September 13 @ 6:30 PM 

 

Children & Family Ministries 
Tuesday, September 13 @ 6:30 PM 

 

Leadership 
Tuesday, September 20 @ 6:30 PM 

 

Worship 
Thursday, September 22 @ 6:30 PM 

 

Missions 
Tuesday, September  27 @ 6:30 PM 

Canned vegetables 

Canned chili, stews and soup 

Canned meats (tuna, chicken, etc.) 

Boxed dinners 

Pasta sides-prepackaged 

Rice sides-prepackaged 

Canned fruit 

Canned beans 

Macaroni and Cheese 

Pasta sauce 

Bath soap 

Coffee and filters 

Fruit Juices 

Mustard  

Ketchup 

Sugar 

Raisins 

Garbage bags 

Band-aids 

Shampoo 

Deodorant 

Toothpaste 

Laundry soap 

Dish soap 

Tampons 

Pads 

Diapers 

Diaper wipes 

Breakfast cereal 

Peanut Butter 

Jelly 

Cake mixes 

Sugar 

Salt and pepper  

Tea bags 

Toilet Paper 

Kleenex 

 

Want to donate to the Sugar Creek UMC Micro Pantry, but not sure what to provide? The pantry is located 

at the Chatham Library. They help promote the pantry and provide a handout of all assistance available in 

the Chatham area. Below is a list of requested items for stocking the pantry (but not limited to): 

You can drop off donations at Sugar Creek UMC, or take them directly to the Micro Pantry…the 

choice is yours! 

MEETINGS 

The Ball Chatham Food Pantry is in need of the following 

items: chili, toothpaste, mustard, ketchup, mayo, vegetable 

oil, laundry detergent, and dish soap. 

We also have a need for a person to lead or share the 

leadership of the food pantry.  If interested in helping 

the Pantry please contact them directly at 217-697-

4663. 

Thankfully, one of the Boy Scouts Troops have managed 

the Food Pantry Garden this year and have provided many 

bags of fresh produce for the clients.  

We appreciate everyone's contributions! 

Ball—Chatham 

~MICRO PANTRY~ 

Fall is proof that change is beautiful 



Don’t see your name on the 

birthday or anniversary list? 

Please contact the Church 

Office (217.483.2270 or       

office@sugarcreek.org) to 

let us know. We don’t want 

to miss your special day! 

3rd Phyllis Fairchild 

3rd Carolyn Allen 

4th Marsha Johnson 

4th Alaina Brockway 

6th Virginia Daugherty 

9th Caden Forbes 

10th Sandy Freitag 

13th Steven Chase 

15th Adam Chase 

16th Dave Dickey 

18th Laikyn McGuire 

20th Karen Dozier 

Our Church Conference will be combined with 
several UMC churches at Chatham UMC (104 
W. Chestnut) on Sunday, October 30 from 
2:00—4:00 PM. 

 

The Annual Family Campout will once again be 

at Ramsey State Park. Join us September 30 

through October 2 for three fun-filled days with 

other Sugar Creek Campers. You pay for a space 

when you arrive at the park. Contact Shirley 

Rickman (217.691.5039) if you plan to attend, 

or have questions. 

21st   Tom Hale 

25th Mason Brockway 

27th Susan Perko 

29th Carol Koch 

30th Madison Bearden 

6th   Bill & Lovell Legg 

6th   Dale & Mary Elenberger 

23rd   Wayne & Debbie Sisk 

28th   Richard & Carolyn Halford 

28th   Bill & Rachel Shea 

September Anniversaries 

Sugar Creek Friends, 

I wanted to thank everyone for all of the wonderful 

cards I received to help me celebrate my 85th birthday 

last month. Your kind words and thoughtfulness truly 

made my birthday extra special. 

Marilyn Dickey 





Dear Sugar Creek Congregation, 

Thank you so much for hosting our family for 

my father’s memorial service. The luncheon 

and reception and all of the support that went 

into making the service work are greatly    

appreciated. Our family felt welcome and 

cared for. 

Mom and Dad moved to Maryland in 

2011, but they continued to love Sugar 

Creek and the brothers and sisters in 

Christ they knew there. Thanks to so 

many of you who stayed in contact with 

them over the years. They appreciated 

that very much. 

Sincerely, 

The family of Harry and Barbara Deffley 

How Does the Weather Affect the Colors of Fall? 

The most intense color  displays in leaves are triggered 

by warm, sunny days and cool nights. 

Rainy/overcast days reduce the amount of sunlight 

and limit the brilliance of a tree’s colors. 

4,000 Pounds 

The trees in just one acre of forest can shed as much 

as 4,000 pounds of leaves every fall. 

Starbucks Hot Chocolate with Whipped Cream 

A grande (large) has 400 calories—about the same 

amount a 150lb person will burn after raking leaves 

for an hour and a half. 

28,000 People 

Hurt themselves every year raking leaves. 

15,000 Tons 

The average amount of leaves that the city of Reading, 

PA will collect between October and January. 

Leaf Blowers 

Are illegal in more than 400 cities in California and 

produce as much air pollution as 17 cars. 

7,500 Apple Varieties 

There is an amazing amount of apple varieties that 

are grown around the globe. According to “The Best 

Life” there are 2,500 types grown in he US and 

7,500 types total. 

Interesting  

Fall  

Facts 

A time to remember the heroes of 9/11 

and the enduring spirit that is forever 

their legacy. 
First day of Fall is September 22 


