
Hello October Joyful News 

Sugar Creek United Methodist Church 

October 2022 

Our Vision:  Sharing Our Joy in Christ Jesus by 

Reaching Out to Show God's Love. 

 

Sugar Creek UMC 

Friday, October 14 

6:00 PM 

The first feature film from The Skit Guys, FAMILY 

CAMP is coming to Sugar Creek UMC on Friday, 

October 14 at 6:00 PM. This laugh-out-loud comedy 

will touch the hearts and tickle the funny bones of every 

family member from eight to eighty. The Children 

& Family Ministries will provide popcorn, snacks 

and drinks.  Contact the church office to get your 

FREE tickets. 

Join us on Sunday, November 20 at 6:00 PM 

at Sugar Creek UMC for this special service.  

 

Saturday, November 26 

10 AM—3 PM 

Over 50 vendors!  

Come start your Christmas shopping with us! 

Christmas at Sugar Creek 

VENDOR FAIR 

Monday, October 10 at 6:00 PM 

Men’s & Ladies’ Group 

Join us  Toni’s Café (379 IL-104, Divernon) 
for good food, and fellowship. Dinner from 
the menu. 

COLUMBUS 

DAY 

Monday, October 10 



Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from 
you an accounting for the hope that is in you; [. . .] – 1 Peter 3:15 
(NRSV) 

In 2016, St. Joseph UMC – the church I was pastoring at the time – 
participated in an IGRC-sponsored discipleship growth process called 
The Journey of 10x10. (In case you were wondering, the model hot air 
balloon I have hanging in my office is a reminder of that important 
journey.) It was a church-wide, intergenerational discipleship process based 
on John 10:10 – “I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” Its 
purpose was to engage the whole congregation by inviting all participants to 
focus on 10 spiritual disciplines for 10 months (Feb – Nov), which help 
individuals live abundant lives in Christ Jesus, and help the local church 
grow in its spiritual vitality. 

During October of The Journey of 10x10, the spiritual practice highlighted was “Tell Your Faith Story.” As 
this is such a vital spiritual practice and one that most persons are uncomfortable practicing, it is this month’s 
“Just A Thought” focus. First, I will share some practical suggestions offered by the authors of The Journey of 
10x10 that I pray will help you to become more comfortable in telling your faith story. Then, I will share with you 
my personal faith story that I give during Walk to Emmaus and Chrysalis weekends. (If you aren’t familiar with 
Walk to Emmaus and/or Chrysalis, please see me. I would love to share with you what they are and how they can 
transform your spiritual walk with Christ.) 

The Journey of 10x10 guide says this: “To witness to others is to tell your own story. To tell your story you 
must know your story. This outline will help you put your story in a form that is relatable, while helping people 
see the gift of God’s grace. 1) Pray that God will give you insight on what to share. 2) Prepare: God will honor the 
time it takes you to prepare the way you share Jesus with others. 3) Keep your story short and to the point. Many refer 
to it as an elevator speech. You should be able to share it in the time it would take you to ride up a tall elevator, 2 – 3 
minutes.” 

Focus on these four points: “1) My life before Jesus. 2) How I realized I needed Jesus. 3) How I received Jesus. 4) 
How Jesus makes my life full and meaningful now. The first three points are the history. They tell a person how you got 
to where you are today. The fourth point lets people see the power of God in your current daily life.” 

Also, remember the Five W’s: “Who needs to know your story? Everyone. What do I tell? Tell your story and give 
the glory to God! Where do I share? Wherever you might be. God will lead you to share His love and sacrifice to the 
world. When do I share? The moment you feel the presence of the Holy Spirit prompting you to share how Christ’s love 
has been transformational for you. Why tell my faith story? So you can be a part of Making Disciples River to River in 
His name.” 

 This is my faith story: “As for me personally, I have no dramatic conversion experience to share with you, no bad-
guy-turned-good-guy story to tell. In fact, you’re looking at the poster boy for an ordinary person, leading a typical 
Christian life. While it may not make for good drama, I have come to consider myself extremely blessed by God for the 
consistent, Christian life I’ve lived. However, I need to tell you that I would not be here [. . .] had I not experienced early 
and often in my life, God’s pursuing love, and had I not said “Yes!” repeatedly to God’s offers of a relationship of love 
in Christ Jesus. 

“If it weren’t for God’s pursuing love working through other persons in my life, my parents would not have planted 
those first precious seeds of faith within me. The Catholic Church, in which I grew up, could not have prepared my heart 
to receive God’s persistent offer of love and grace. And, I would not have heard or responded to God’s voice, which first 
called me into ministry back when I was sixteen years of age. 

“If it weren’t for God’s pursuing love, I would not have considered becoming a Catholic priest (and dare I say, 
the first American Pope!) before God led me to a calling as a lay minister instead. I would not have had the great 
fortune to meet a dear, Christian woman who would be my wife and introduce me to the church in which I now 
serve. And, I would not have been bold enough to assume church lay leadership roles in Bible studies, worship 
services, and the like, during my 20-year pharmacy career. 

“If it weren’t for God’s persistent desire for a relationship of love with me, I would not have listened when 
over twenty years ago now; God’s call came to me again to tell me the time was right to retire from pharmacy  

(continued on next page) 

Just a Thought—Telling Your Faith Story 



(Telling Your Faith Story - continued) 

practice and enter pastoral ministry in The United Methodist Church. I would not have been so willing and 
able to make a major change in my life, and cause my family to do the same, by accepting an appointment as a 
fulltime pastor. And, most important of all, I would not have been so blessed as to receive and experience 
God’s gifts of amazing grace, and to live each day faithfully fulfilling God’s purpose for my life, as I strive to 
be a disciple of Jesus Christ, my Lord and Savior.” 

Regarding my personal faith story, you’ll note that it isn’t perfect. It doesn’t need to be. And it isn’t long. It 
ought not to be. The same with your faith story: It doesn’t need to be perfect or long. It just needs to be sincere 
– from the heart. So, I encourage you to know your faith story, and share it with as many persons and as often 
as possible. Just remember: Don’t complicate it or be wary of it. It’s as simple – and as important – as sharing 
with others how Jesus, as your Lord and Savior, has changed your life forever. Just a thought . . .  

Agape! 

Pastor Paul 
CHURCH CONFERENCE 

Sunday, October 30 

Our Church Conference will 

be combined with several 

UMC churches at Chatham 

UMC (104 W. Chestnut) on 

Sunday, October 30 from 

2:00—4:00 PM. 

October is Pastor Appreciation month. Please make 

a special point to let Pastor Paul know how much 

we appreciate him, by sending cards, letters and/or 

gifts. Pastor Paul requests that any appreciation 

love offerings be designated for the “Sugar Creek 

Micro Pantry ”, so please make sure to write 

“Micro Pantry” on the memo section of your check. 

On Sunday, October 23 during the fellowship 

hour we will have a cupcake reception in honor 

of Pastor Paul.  

When you give generously on World Communion 

Sunday, you partner with talented, qualified 

students from around the globe to transform 

the world as witnesses for Christ.  

World Communion Sunday provides scholar-

ships for graduate students from the U.S. and 

around the globe. 

Sunday, October 2 

 

TUESDAY EVENING SMALL GROUP 
Do you like God? Do you like very busy Beagle 
dogs? Do you want to get a quick Bible fix in 
during the week? 

Tuesday evenings at 6:00 PM there is a Bible study 

at Chris and Millie Stella Rose’s house. We have a 

relaxed (everyone but Stella), group discussion 

(sometimes on topic) and timely study. Topics are 

always changing and group input is encouraged 

on selecting a study. 

Can’t commit to every week? That is fine, we 

have studies you can jump in and out of and not 

be lost...please give our Tuesday night group a 

try. Currently we are doing a study by Laura 

Story, What if God Doesn’t Fix It? 

Please call for more information or directions, Millie 

217.419.6522 (Stella isn’t good at returning calls, 

but Millie is). 



At Sugar Creek children are defined as newborn through 5th grade. 

Recently we've added some new innovations to our program. 

We've added a new mission and vision statement: 

Our mission is to help children grow in grace and knowledge. (2nd Peter 3:18) 

Our vision is to build the church we should be, starting with the children. 

Safety is always a priority when it comes to the people of our church.  

Children's ministries is working on a safety policy that will include a thing called “Safe Sanctuaries” 

which means “Reducing the risk of abuse in the church for children, youth and vulnerable adults.” 

The safety and wellbeing of our children is a topic that we take seriously and are working not only 

on a safe sanctuary policy but a general safety strategy as well. 

We have some exciting plans in the works. One is a family movie night that would be available to anyone that 

would care to join us. Mark your calendar for Friday, October 14 at 6:00 PM for The Skit Guys movie, Family 

Camp (see front page).  

Adventure highway which is the north wing of our building, is where children grow in grace and 

knowledge. In Sunday School we are finishing the first year of a five-year program. This first year has 

been “The Bible in One Year” where we have been looking at some of the    important stories of the Bible.  

On November 9th we will start a one year look at the gospels, that’s called “Digging into the Life of Jesus.” We 

will start with a gospel scavenger hunt in the hallway, sanctuary and fellowship hall. That sounds like fun to 

me and I'm looking forward to it. 

 

Bill Allbright 

Children and Family Ministries 

The Missions team set a goal to raise $1,000 for Our Conference 

Our Kids by Thanksgiving. To date, $733 has been raised. We 

are just $267 away from that goal. Way to go Sugar Creek! 

On Sunday, October 9, a representative from Cunningham will 

be our guest speaker at the 9 AM & 11 AM services.  We will be 

passing the “Noisy Collection” cans that day, so have your coins 

ready and help us reach that $1,000 goal. 



1st   Dave & Lois Dickey 

3rd   Tom & Paulette Hale 

3rd   Mike & Pat Lucas 

3rd   Todd & Heather Lowary 

7th   Gene & Wanda Meurer 

16th   Richard & Donna Cleeton 

19th   Brian & Suzanne Daugherty 

20th   Chuck & Jessica Sharp 

20th   Randall & Aimee Forbes 

22nd   Tom & Linda Stelte  

28th   Rich & Jeri Osborn 

29th   Bob & Pat Gruen 

Happy Anniversary! 

 

Happy Birthday! 
1st    Jim Lund 

3rd    Joe Maddox 

4th    Cheri Tabor 

7th    Don Jones 

10th    John Kessler 

12th    Gene Meurer 

15th    Christine Lindsey 

18th    Ed Gregory 

18th    Jennifer Kessler 

20th    Joe Lawing 

26th    Zara Lund 

27th    Laura Pickrell 

30th    Tom Dozier 

30th    Jennie Ayers 

31st    Jane Pond 

2022 Vendor Fair 

Donate books 
Let your books be enjoyed again by others! 

Hey Sugar Creek with the Vendor Fair coming up 

(11/26) the youth are in need of books for their annual 

book sale fundraiser. If you have any books that you 

aren't in need of anymore and would like to donate them 

either talk to Jacob Bandixen or drop off your books in 

the youth room. Thank you all for your support with the 

Youth Ministry. 



Putting God First in Living and Giving 
     Do we worship idols? The answer may surprise you.  

     During the month of November our church will 
hear about God’s generosity and our response as we 
experience our stewardship program, first: putting 
GOD first in living and giving, developed by author and 
pastor Mike Slaughter of Ginghamsburg Church. There 
will be opportunities in worship, in small groups, and in 
devotions that can be used at church or at home.  

     We are made in God’s image and are meant to be 
creators of life and hope, not the consumers of our culture’s shiny gods. We have the ability to change the 
world and create a legacy that will live forever in the lives of generations to follow. That legacy starts when 
each of us takes the hard steps of financial discipline and fulfilling the call to generosity that God has 
placed in all of us.  

     The goal of this stewardship program is not to make you feel guilty, nor is it to say that you have to 
be exactly like this or that person. The goal is for all of us to ask questions of ourselves and be open 
to the possibility that God will lead us in new directions in our lives.  

     During the four-week program, we’ll be challenged in a number of different ways. We’ll be asked 
to look for the idols in our own lives (Hint: Most of them aren’t animals made of gold) and name the 
ways these idols enslave us, holding us back from living in the true freedom that God desires for us.  

     We’ll be challenged to consider the place that money, work, and debt have in our own lives. What are 
our common understandings of these, and might the witness of Scripture lead us to some different 
understandings? 

     We’ll be challenged to ask ourselves what it means for us to be faithful, to save, and to give. How 
do we balance all the competing interests in our lives? What priorities does God want us to have? 

     Finally, we’ll be challenged to give with our hearts, not out of obligation or a sense of duty and not 
just when we think the recipient deserves our gift. Instead, we’ll be challenged to give the way God 
gives—freely, fully, with no favorites or expectations of repayment. 

     It is our prayer that, at the end of these four weeks, we will have begun to grow into the individuals and 
the church that God knows we can be. Please join us in first: putting GOD first in living and giving. 

NEW SUNDAY MORNING SMALL GROUP  

KICKING OFF SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30 @ 10:15 AM 

What happens when we truly put God first in all aspects of our lives? 
In a culture guided chiefly by shiny, life-promising distractions, 
“enough” seems elusive and keeps us indebted to that next source of 
satisfaction. What if the Giver of Life offered freedom from this 
downward spiral—would you take it?   

This small group study will help participants reassess priorities and 
create a culture and a lifestyle of faithful living and giving and make 
meaningful a contribution to the world. It will help parents educate 
and model generosity for their kids. 

The 4-week small group sessions led by Pastor Paul include: Naming Our 
Idols; Money, Work, and Debt; Earn—Save—Give; and Heart Giving. 



SMALL GROUPS KICKING OFF OCTOBER 19 at 6:30 PM...After Dessert! 

“Every single one of us has a very vivid, very 
specific outpouring of ministry we were 
placed on this planet to accomplish.”   

 ~Beth Moore. 

Have you asked yourself? What does it 

mean, or what does it take to fulfill my 

ministry? Are you ready to set your life goal 

in your holy calling? Explore 2 Timothy 4 

with Beth and learn how to fulfill your 

Where there’s something for everyone beginning with dessert! 

 To RECONNECT with church family and friends through 

conversation and fellowship. 

 For RESPITE from the hectic pace of everyday life with 

puzzles and games. 

 To RECHARGE for the busy days ahead with crafts and 

hobbies. 

 For RENEWAL of a weary body and mind through exercise 

and meditation. 

Interested in hosting an event, such as chair yoga, quilting/

crocheting class, craft project, cooking class, etc.? Please contact 

the church office (483.2270/office@sugarcreek.org) and share 

your ideas! We encourage everyone to bring games, crafts, and 

hobbies to share...and a family member and friend or two! 

Kicks off October 19  

6:00 PM 

Discipleship Discussion Group 

Join us for informal meaningful conversations on 

diverse topics including: 

Identity, purpose, living well, and many more! 

This small group kicks off Wednesday, October 19 

at 6:30 PM and is led by Gene Turner.  

We are created for community, fashioned for fellowship, and formed for a family, and none of us 

can fulfill God’s purposes by ourselves. ~Rick Warren 



The annual church work day will 

be Saturday, October 15 at 8 AM.  

The Trustees will be posting a 

task list on the church bulletin 

boards soon! Join us! 

 
OCTOBER 2022 MEETINGS 

Nominations 

Sunday, October 2 @ 10:15 AM 
 

Caregiving 

Tuesday, October 3 @ 6:30 PM 
 

Trustees 

No Meeting 
 

Children & Family Ministries 

Tuesday, October 11 @ 6:30 PM 
 

Leadership 

Tuesday, October 18 @ 6:30 PM 
 

Youth Council 

Thursday, October 20 @ 6:30 PM 
 

Missions 

Tuesday, October 24 @ 6:30 PM 
 

Worship 

Thursday, October 27 @ 6:30 PM 

ATTENTION LADIES 

For the safety of our youth and adult leaders we 

are required to have both a male and female lead-

er present at all youth gatherings.   

For this reason we need female volunteers to sit in 

on the Youth Sunday Studies class from 10:15 - 

11:00 AM.  

Look for Jacob our Youth Director at a table across 

from the Worship Center on Sunday, October 2 to 

sign up volunteers. Please take a moment to sign 

up for this vital ministry opportunity.  

When you share your testimony with others, it 

fortifies your faith. 


