
2023 
Sharing Our Joy in Christ Jesus by Reaching Out to Show God’s Love. 

SUGAR CREEK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Joyful News 

The Ash Wednesday service will be held 

at Sugar Creek UMC on February 22 at 

6:30 pm. We will not have the Dessert 

First fellowship, or small groups. 

Shannon & Becky Boehl bring encouragement 

and hope to the national pastors of Lesotho, 

Southern Africa as they partner with them and 

serve them in any way needed. This may include 

small group discipleship, teaching at the local 

Bible school, preaching in national churches, 

and doing children’s ministry. Together with 

the national church, they will bring the love of 

Jesus to the people of Lesotho.  

Don’t miss this opportunity to come enjoy a good 

meal with great fellowship, and listen to Shannon 

& Becky as they share their ministry experiences in 

Lesotho and Botswana, Africa. 

Men’s & Ladies Group February Fellowship 
Chatham Café (414 Main St. in Chatham) 

Monday, February 13 @ 6:00 PM 

Guest Speakers : Missionaries Shannon & Becky Boehl 

LENT—FEBRUARY 22—APRIL 6 

What are you giving up for Lent? 

“Never put off until tomorrow what you can do today”. .................................... Thomas Jefferson 

February 14 



God cannot tell lies! And so his promises and vows are two things 
that can never be changed. We have run to God for safety. Now his 
promises should greatly encourage us to take hold of the hope that 
is right in front of us.                                       (Hebrews 6:18 CEV) 

Love is kind and patient, never jealous, boastful, proud, or (5) rude. Love isn't selfish or quick tempered. It 
doesn't keep a record of wrongs that others do. (6) Love rejoices in the truth, but not in evil. (7) Love is 
always supportive, loyal, hopeful, and trusting. (8) Love never fails! (1 Corinthians 13:4-8 CEV) 

As I was putting together a message on promises for the recent wedding ceremony of Julia and Ash Martinez, 
I decided we all need to hear this message on love and promises, especially in February, the month of love. 

The United States Post Office is well known for the promise it makes that through the worst of weather conditions, 
the mail will be delivered. Regardless of whether the post office fully lives up to that promise, the promise itself influences its 
general identity and intention. Out of love, we all make promises to one another. Especially, we make promises to the ones 
whom we have chosen above all others to love and to cherish – to those whom we share our world, our lives, our very 
beings. 

Throughout our lives, we make promises. We make promises with every intention of keeping them, but sometimes 
we change, and promises are broken. Changes take place around us over which we have no control. Sometimes when persons 
experience a loving relationship in the Lord’s name, they are tested beyond their own ability to handle conflicts, responsibilities, and 
changes, prompting them to trust in God’s eternal promises to give them strength. 

Jesus commands us to love God and to love one another. If this were a perfect world, that wouldn’t be a problem. In 
a perfect world, loving God and others would be easy – with all of us living joyfully together and sharing every aspect of our 
lives with one another. Unfortunately, we live in an imperfect world. Jesus knew that when he said those words, which 
is why he encourages us to rely on God’s strength and not our own when our love and promises start to faulter and 
fail.  

Though we suffer from imperfections, we still make promises, and we still strive to fulfill those promises 
with God’s help. God chose to send his Son into the middle of our imperfections and at the center of our imperfect 
relationships. God sent his Son to show us what life can be like and to demonstrate to us what undeserved love is all 
about. 

None of us really deserve God’s or another’s love, but God and others have chosen to give us their love. In 
truth, God desires only one thing from us – love. Through this love comes faith and trust. If we love God, only then 
can we have faith in God … only then can we trust God. Is it any different for any of us? If we love one another, our 
faith and trust in each other will come and will develop increasingly as the years pass. Today we make promises. Tomorrow, 
and the day after that, and the day after that, we fulfill those promises. 

In 1 Corinthians 13, the apostle Paul tells us that love is kind and patient. That it is not jealous or conceited or 
proud; that it doesn’t keep a record of wrongdoings. Love is a powerful force, but to love in the way God intends us to 
love, is also a very difficult thing for imperfect beings such as us to live out. That’s why Jesus came to us – not to magically 
transform us into perfect beings, but to make it possible for us to live together in love, even in our imperfections. 

I encourage you to read those words from 1 Corinthians 13 from time to time. Write them on a piece of paper 
to carry with you; put them on a Post-It note to post on the fridge or bathroom mirror; put them in a frame to hang on 
the wall of your home. These words will be a constant reminder of what it is you intended on the day you made prom-
ises to someone you love. They will be a reminder of the loving spirit of your promises. 

Contrary to popular belief, promises aren’t made to be broken. They are made to be kept. Promises alone, 
however, aren’t enough. The love that caused us to make those promises is what will sustain us in our lives together. 
So, may we love and keep our promises to God and one another. And may we seek God’s grace, Christ’s love, and 
the Spirit’s strength to honor both, now and always. 

Agape! 

Pastor Paul 

JUST A THOUGHT... 

PROMISES 

“Sir, my concern is not whether God is on our side; my greatest concern is 

to be on God’s side, for God is always right.” ...................... Abraham Lincoln 



The journey that led to Charles Dickens' creation 
of "A Christmas Carol," a timeless tale that would 
redefine Christmas.  

 

Feature film based on the children's book 
about a crocodile that lives in New York 
City.  

INVITE a Friend for:  Free movies, Free popcorn, Free Nursery and Free Fun!  

Friday, February 17 @ 6:00 PM 

For Adults—Drama/Fantasy in the Worship Center For Kids—Comedy Musical in Kid’s Wing 

The MICRO PANTRY at the Chatham Library is an ongoing 

mission project for Sugar Creek. We have had a great need by 

local residents for the food in the MICRO PANTRY. It’s filled 3 

times a week and is always nearly empty when we fill it on 

Sunday, Wednesday and Friday. The Missions team is 

launching a new drive to help collect food for the MICRO 

PANTRY. The food drive is called ADOPT A CASE! 

There’s envelopes on the Missions Bulletin Board in the fellowship hallway for you to select. The envelope 

has the item, case quantity, and price. Select the item case envelope you would like to pay for, and place the 

envelope in the basket below the bulletin board, or in Sunday’s offering.  

MEN’S & LADIES’ GROUP QUARTERLY MISSION PROJECT 

The Men’s & Ladies Group have chosen their quarterly mission project for January, February, and 

March. The group is encouraging everyone to “Adopt a Case” in support of the Sugar Creek UMC 

Micro Pantry. We ask that you write “MLG” on the Adopt a Case envelope you’ve chosen, so we can give an 

update for the April 2023 Joyful News Newsletter. The Men’s & Ladies’ Group is also donating $200 to the 

Micro Pantry from their account. 



What is the meaning within the remarkable scene in Luke 4:1–14 of Jesus being challenged by the 

devil in the “wild”—the untamed and unruly wilderness? And what are the surprising implications 

of this event for followers of Jesus today?  

In Jesus in the Wild you’ll take a forty-day journey into the heart of one of the most unusual, and 

often most misunderstood, stories in the Gospel accounts. In this encounter, following his baptism in 

the Jordan and before the inauguration of his ministry, Jesus is alone with the adversary—the one 

whose works he had come to destroy (1 John 3:8). He faces three tests, or “temptations”—all aimed 

at unseating him from his identity, his belovedness, and his purpose as the Son of God.  

Understanding how Jesus faced down the accuser in the wild, you and I will be equipped to address 

every demonic challenge that comes our way in the wild places in our own lives.  

LENTEN SMALL GROUP 
Jesus in the Wild: Lessons on Calling for Life in the World  

By Dan Wilt—Led By Pastor Paul 
 

Kicks Off Wednesday, March 1 @ 6:30 PM  

Don’t forget to come at 6:00 PM for dessert & fellowship 

6:00 PM 

The Wonder Full World retreat will feature worship, Bible study, travel-themed activities, time for 
relaxing or games, and time to bond with other ladies on our adventure. There will be lunch, snacks, 
and dinner to be shared with an international flair.  

Join us as we travel to the seven continents and explore God’s Wonder Full World and the wonders 
of a woman’s heart such as “I wonder if I matter to God” or “I wonder where God is when life is 
hard”. More information to come soon!  

Don’t forget to sign up for a date to host a Dessert First fellowship 

time. You should arrive at the church no later than 5:45 PM to get 

drinks and dessert ready. Clean-up shouldn’t take very long, and you can 

always get extra hands to help! Questions? Give us a call at 

217.483.2270.  

This is a great opportunity to get a group/team to help with the fellow-

ship. Look for the clipboard at the Information Desk. Thank you in advance 

for signing up! 

Save the Date! 
Sugar Creek Women’s Retreat 

Wonder Full World Retreat 

Saturday, March 25 

8:30 AM—6:30 PM 

At the Midwest Mission Distribution Center 

“Live simply, love generously, care deeply, speak kindly, leave the rest to God.”............................... Ronald Reagan 



3rd ................ Bill Dickey 
4th ...... Roberta Johnson 
5thPat ..............  Freeman 
7th ...................Rita Mohs 
7th ....... Braelynn Finley 
9th ........... John Atchison 
9th ....... Shirley Rickman 
9th ............ Sheila Wilson  
10th ........ Angie Ramsey 
13th ......... Galen Johnson 
15th ............. Jimmy Ayers 
15th ........... Olivia Forbes 

18th .................... Jeff Koch 
22nd ..............Logen King 
23rd ........... Danny Clark 
23rd ............ Dave Bruun 
28th .... Mary Elenberger 
28th ............. Ben Pickrell 
15th ............ Kevin Patton 
15th .......... Riley Ramsey 
16th .......... Abe Stutzman 
17th .......... Curtis Kessler 
17th ...... Sherry Harrison 

25th .............................. Jeff & Marcia Mackay 

28th ................................ Ed & Cathy Gregory 

Don’t see your name on the birthday or 

anniversary list? We don’t want to miss 

your special day! Please  contact the 

Church Office to let us know. 

Ph: 217.483.2270    

email: office@sugarcreek.org 

FEBRUARY MEETINGS 

Caregiving Team—Tuesday, Feb. 7 @ 6:30 PM 
 

Finance Team—No meeting 
 

Trustees—No meeting 
 

Children & Family Min—Tuesday, Feb. 14 @ 6:30 PM 
 

SPPRC—Thursday, Feb. 16 & 6:30 PM 
 

Youth Team—Thursday, Feb. 16 @ 6:30 PM 
 

Leadership Team—Tuesday, Feb. 21 @ 6:30 PM 
 

Worship Team—Thursday, Feb. 23 @ 6:30 PM 
 

Missions Team—Tuesday, Feb. 28 @ 6:30 PM 

PRESIDENTS DAY—FEBRUARY 20 

“If we trust in Him, keep His word, and live our lives for His pleasure, he’ll give us the power we 

need—power to fight the good fight, to finish the race, and to keep the faith.” ............. Ronald Reagan 

 

Sugar Creek is in need of a Christian educator 
with a heart for youth and children's ministries. 
Specifically, we are in search of an adult age 24 or 
older for the Children & Youth Director. A 
bachelor's degree in children/youth/family 
ministries or a related field is preferred. 
Do you know someone who may be interested,  or 
who may know someone who might be interested?  
We will have more information coming soon! 

Thank you for joining the search ~ 

Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Committee    



Use the clues below to fill in the spaces 

with the President’s last name. 

DOWN 

1    “Never waste a minute thinking about people you don’t like.” 

2     He was the only President to serve more than 2 terms. 

5    This President was the first to be born in American citizen. 

6    “Try and fail, but don’t fail to try.” 

8    He was only President for 31 days because he died from   

pneumonia.  

ACROSS 

3    Who was the youngest President? 

4 “The harder the conflict, the 

greater the triumph.” 

7 Only President to have ever served 

2 non-consecutive terms. 

9 He was the first African-

American President 

10  “We must speak our minds openly,  

debate our disagreements honestly, 

but always pursue solidarity.” 

11  Who was the first President  

assassinated? 

“We can complain because rose bushes have thorns, or rejoice because thorn bushes have roses.” 

~Abraham Lincoln 

“A thorough knowledge of the Bible is 
worth more than a college education.”  

~Theodore Roosevelt  


