
March 2023 Newsletter 
Spring is proof that there is beauty in new beginnings. 

Sugar Creek United Methodist Church 

 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Saturday, April 1 @ 10 AM 

Bring an Easter basket and your camera and 

join the hunt for more that 2,000 Easter eggs. 

All pre-k through 5th grade students are welcome 

to come! 

We are in need of individually 

wrapped candy, small toys, stickers, 

or anything that will fit in 2” plastic Easter eggs.  

Look for the donation box in the Church Foyer.   

DONATE CANDY 
Save the Date! 

Sugar Creek Women’s Retreat 

Wonder Full World Retreat 

Saturday, March 25 

8:30 AM—6:30 PM 

At the Midwest Mission Distribution Center 

The Wonder Full World retreat will feature 

worship, Bible study, travel-themed activities, 

time for relaxing or games, and time to bond 

with other ladies on our adventure. There 

will be lunch, snacks, and dinner to be 

shared with an international flair.  

Join us as we travel to the seven continents and 

explore God’s Wonder Full World and the 

wonders of a woman’s heart such as “I wonder 
if I matter to God” or “I wonder where God is 
when life is hard.” More information to come 

soon!  

First Day of Spring—Monday, March 20 

Concentrate on counting your blessings and you’ll  

have little time to count on anything else. 

SPRING HAS SPRUNG! The heavens declare the glory of God, and the earth shows His handiwork. 

~Psalm 19:1 



Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, where for forty days 
he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and when they were over, he was famished.  

Luke 4:1-2 

Note: This article on the lessons we can learn from how Jesus dealt with the temptations he faced in the wilderness, is 
part of this year’s Lenten theme of “Jesus in the Wild,” based on Dan Wilt’s book. 

 

Jesus certainly understood human temptations and the connection between personal habits and quality of life, 
which is why he watched his behavior closely during his 40 days in the wilderness. He made a set of choices that can become 
good habits for us and change our lives for the better. Although Jesus didn’t write a program for our smartphones, he did give 
guidelines and social support for resisting temptation that we can think of as apps to remember and to use in our times of 
temptation. 

First, there’s the Trust God, not Self app. Luke tells us that Jesus was tempted for 40 days by the devil, and during that 
period Jesus ate nothing. When those days were over, “he was famished” (Luke 4:2). The devil says to him, “If you are 
the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread” (Luke 4:3). Notice that the devil is making a reasonable 
request here: Jesus is, in fact, the Son of God. He certainly has the power to turn stones into bread. He is famished, and 
a loaf of bread would give him energy to keep on serving God. Also, the idea of bread in the wilderness has a nice ring 
to it, since that’s what God provided to the people of Israel through the gift of manna. 

But Jesus says no, because he’s in the habit of trusting God, not himself. If he performs this miracle, he will be 
serving his own needs instead of allowing God to provide for him. So, he responds to the devil by quoting a line from 
the book of Deuteronomy, the same verse that reminds the Israelites that God provided them with bread in the wilderness: 
“One does not live by bread alone” (Deut. 8:3). Instead, we are to live by trusting what God says and does. 

Second, there’s the Serve Only God app. In the second temptation, the devil shows Jesus all the kingdoms of the 
world. The tempter says, “To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to 
anyone I please. If you … will worship me, it will all be yours” (Luke 4:5-7). This, too, is a reasonable offer. Think of all 
the good Jesus could do if he had authority over the kingdoms of the world. With a single command, he could eliminate 
poverty, disease, hunger, injustice, violence, and abuse. 

But there’s a catch: Jesus must worship the devil. For Jesus, such a price is too high, even if great good can be 
accomplished in the world. Jesus quotes the book of Deuteronomy once again, saying, “Worship the Lord your God, 
and serve only him” (Deut. 6:13, 10:20).  

This app is a tough one for us, because we’re asked to make compromises every day. Do we work overtime to 
make extra money, or go home at a normal hour to spend time with our family? Do we save money by buying products 
manufactured in countries where workers are exploited, or do we pay a little more for American-made goods? Do we 
push for better environmental standards, even when protecting the environment will hinder certain industries? 

These are tough choices, as none of them breaks down into good versus evil, God versus the devil. But what 
Jesus is asking us to do is to serve God ahead of ourselves – focusing on God’s interests instead of our own successes. 
Jesus could have had great earthly success if he had worshiped the devil, but instead he chose to focus on serving God 
in all things.  

We can do the same by turning to God in prayer when we are confronted by a choice between overtime and 
family time. We can commit ourselves to loving our neighbors as ourselves, and being more concerned for their wellbeing 
before we purchase a particular item. We can take seriously our role as stewards of God’s creation when we take stands 
on the economy and the environment, knowing that God wants us both to use and to preserve the resources of the earth. 
If we apply ourselves to serving only God, we will find a faithful path through these challenges. 

Finally, there’s the Do Not Put God to the Test app. In his last temptation, the devil takes Jesus to the pinnacle 
of the temple in Jerusalem and invites him to throw himself down, trusting the promise of Psalm 91:11-12, “His angels 
… will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.” After hearing Jesus use Scripture in his previous 
responses, the devil is clever enough to use God’s Word as part of his own temptation. (Continued on next page) 

Temptation Apps 

Just a Thought... 



Thank you for your prayers, concerns 
and cards, as I continue recovering from 
my stroke. I am at home and going regularly 
to out-patient therapy.  

~John Anderson 
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Congratulations to the following people for 

completing The Bible Year. Way to go! 

After 18+ years of faithful service Bob Gruen has 

decided it’s time to step down from teaching the 

Adult Sunday Studies class. Please let Bob know 

how much we’ve appreciated his dedicated service 

to Sugar Creek, and what a difference he has 

made! 

Will you prayerfully consider leading an adult 

Sunday Studies class? We will be unable to say, 

“Sunday Studies for all ages” if we don’t have 

volunteers step up to lead a class. Questions? 

Please contact Pastor Paul at 217.483.2270 or 

pastorpaul@sugarcreek.org. 

(Temptation App—continued) 

But once again Jesus resists, going back to Deuteronomy to find the words, “Do not put the Lord your God to the 
test” (Deut. 6:16). Jesus trusts the power of God to save him, but he is not going to tell God when and how to do it. Even 
at the end of his life, he does not ask God to rush in and rescue him from the cross. Even so, the promise of Scripture comes true 
for Jesus, as God raises him from death to life everlasting. 

If we’re honest with ourselves, we must admit we have all put God to the test. Often, we bargain with God, making promises 
in exchange for help. Unfortunately, this is a form of testing God, which Jesus refuses to do. If we avoid this temptation and apply our-
selves to not put God to the test, we’ll move closer to God and find a sense of peace … in God’s will, not ours. Looking at the 
entire temptation story, we see that all of Jesus’ choices enable him to remain close to God and to honor the Lord’s divine 
agenda, not his own. 

Trusting God, serving God and not putting God to the test: These are the apps that Jesus uses in his own time of 
trial and temptation. And they are daily habits Jesus advises us to apply to our own struggles with our sin nature, and to 
use to help us resist and overcome all temptations by the evil one. Thus, let’s make an earnest effort to use these apps to 
change our habits, so we can change our lives. Even more, unlike most good smartphone apps, these apps are absolutely 
free! It doesn’t get any better than that. So, why not download them in our hearts and start using them today. Just a 
thought. 

Agape! 

Pastor Paul 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation: 

the old has gone, the new has come! 

2 Corinthians 5:17 



Sugar Creek is in need of a Christian educator with a 

heart for youth and children's ministries. Specifically, 

we are in search of an adult age 24 or older for 

the Children & Youth Director. A bachelor's degree 

in children/youth/family ministries or a related 

field is preferred. 

Do you know someone who may be interested,  or who 

may know someone who might be interested?  Look for  

more information coming soon! 

Thank you for joining the search ~ 

Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Committee    

MARCH 

ANNIVERSARIES 

12th ................................... Jim & Susan Lund 

17th ........................... Mike & Sandy Barnard 

29th ................................ Jimmy & Cyd Ayers 

1st ......................................................... Lyle Behl 

1st ............................................. Jo Ann Yeaman 

6th ...................................................  Tim Boblitt 

7th ................................................  Sue Moroney 

7th .............................................  Adalyn Boblitt 

8th ................................................... Ralph Baker 

9th .................................................  Cindy Chase 

16th ................................................  Sue Weston 

17th ...............................................  Lloyd Dixon 

21st .......................................  Robyn McDonald 

21st ..................................................  Mike Henry 

23rd ...........................................  Lisa Brockway 

27th ..................................................  Deb Henry 

28th .................................................... Pat Gruen 

30th .............................................  Paulette Hale 

Don’t see your name on the birthday or anniversary 

list?  Please let the Church Office know. We don’t 

want to miss your special day! 

office@sugarcreek.org/217.483.2270 

Daylight Savings Time 

SUNDAY, MARCH 12 

MARCH TEAM MEETINGS 

Caregiving ............................ March 7 @ 6:30 PM 

Finance ................................. March 9 @ 6:30 PM 

Children & Family Min. ............ March 14 @ 5:30 PM 

Trustees ............................. March 14 @ 6:30 PM 

SPPRC ................................ No Meeting Scheduled 

Youth Team ....................... March 16 @ 6:30 PM 

Leadership ......................... March 21 @ 6:30 PM 

Worship ............................ March 23 @ 6:30 PM 

Missions ............................ March 28 @ 6:30 PM 



 
LENT—FEBRUARY 22—APRIL 6 

 

Mark your calendar!!! The third Friday of the month will be 

"Family Night."  Mostly, that will be a movie but sometimes we may 

choose something else. Make sure to invite your friends, neighbors, co-

works, extended family, etc. to Sugar Creek UMC Family Night! So, 

come enjoy the popcorn, fellowship and entertainment, AND as an 

added bonus, it's always FREE! 
 

The annual Easter Egg Hunt will be Saturday, April 1 at 10 AM. Look for the Easter candy collection 

box in the church foyer. We need individually wrapped candy to fill the eggs. 

Bill Allbright 

Chair Children & Family Ministries 

This is a wonderful and poignant film based on 

the life of Jesus from the Gospel of Luke. It is solid 

in its content and contains a straightforward telling 

of the life of Jesus, beginning with the creation of 

Adam from the Earth to the story of Abraham and 

the prophecy of the coming Messiah to the time of 

Jesus’ birth to Jesus’ appearance to be baptized by 

John and onward to the crucifixion and resurrection. Approved for 12+ 

 

Father, help me to see this holy season of 

Lent as a time of spiritual renewal, rather 

than a time of deprivation. Motivate me to 

reach a new level of experiencing your grace. 

Friday, March 17 @ 6:00 PM 

The third Friday of each month is  

Family Night at Sugar Creek UMC. 

This month we will be showing “The 

Jesus Film” (ages 12+) in the Worship 

Center. We will have lots of fun, 

games and activities for the kids in the 

Adventure Highway wing.  

Admission & popcorn are FREE! 

Don’t forget to invite family and friends to join you for this special night at Sugar Creek UMC. 



LENTEN SMALL GROUP LED BY PASTOR PAUL 
Jesus in the Wild: Lessons on Calling for Life in the World  

By Dan Wilt 
 

Kicks Off Wednesday, March 1 @ 9 AM & 6:30 PM  

The 9 AM small group is in-person or via Zoom. The 6:30 PM 

small group is in-person only. Make sure to come early at 6 PM 

for the Dessert First Wednesday fellowship. 

What is the meaning within the remarkable scene in Luke 4:1–14 of Jesus being challenged by the 

devil in the “wild”—the untamed and unruly wilderness? And what are the surprising implications of 

this event for followers of Jesus today?  

In Jesus in the Wild you’ll take a forty-day journey into the heart of one of the most unusual, and often 

most misunderstood, stories in the Gospel accounts. In this encounter, following his baptism in the Jordan 

and before the inauguration of his ministry, Jesus is alone with the adversary—the one whose works 

he had come to destroy (1 John 3:8). He faces three tests, or “temptations”—all aimed at unseating 

him from his identity, his belovedness, and his purpose as the Son of God.  

Understanding how Jesus faced down the accuser in the wild, you and I will be equipped to address 

every demonic challenge that comes our way in the wild places in our own lives.  

Explore the main texts in all four Gospels and in Paul’s writings that deal 

specifically with the last week of Jesus’ life and with the resurrection. 

Every one of the four Gospel writers has a reason for writing. Each 

wants his audience to come to see who Jesus Christ is and what God is 

doing in and through him. 

For this study, Paul is also crucial. He is the first of the New Testament writers to mention the crucifixion 

and resurrection of Jesus. All of his work predates any of the four Gospels. Paul is the only writer that we 

know for certain was a witness of the resurrected Christ so he has a special place in the discussion of Holy 

Week and the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

We invite you to listen and respond to five stories of the One Story, over five sessions.  Join us on 

this spiritual journey through Holy Week. 

5—WEEK LENTEN SMALL GROUP LED BY BILL ALLBRIGHT 

Hosanna: A Spiritual Journey Through Holy Week 
By Carol J. Miller 

Kicks Off Wednesday, March 1 @ 6:30 PM  

This small group will meet in-person at 6:30 PM in the north wing conference 

room of Adventure Highway. Make sure to come early at 6:00 PM for the Dessert 

First Wednesday fellowship. 

Don’t forget to sign up for a date to host a Dessert First fellowship time. You 

should arrive at the church no later than 5:45 PM to get drinks and dessert 

ready. Clean-up shouldn’t take very long, and you can always get extra 

hands to help! Questions? Give us a call at 217.483.2270.  

This is a great opportunity to get a group/team to help with the fellow-

ship. Look for the clipboard at the Information Desk. Thank you in advance 

for signing up! 6:00 PM 



Easter Sunrise, April 9 @ 6:30 AM 

 We will meet on the church grounds on the 

south side by the fire pit. 
 

Easter Sunday, April 9 

One special service at 10:00 AM (No Sunday 

School) Nursery care provided. 

COMING IN MAY! 

Break through the walls of your prayer life and discover miraculous new possibilities. 

Dynamite Prayer is a 28-day prayer adventure that will show you how to begin a 

practice of “breakthrough prayer,” a way of praying where we ask God to open 

new doors and reveal new possibilities, fueled by the Spirit’s power. This 28-day 

adventure will take you from feeling stuck, overwhelmed, and uninspired to curious and 

expectant as you surrender your own preferences and ideas and courageously follow 

the miracles God brings into your life. 

 

April 2 

9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 
The 9:00 am service is livestreamed on  

Facebook @ Sugar Creek UMC Chatham. 

Nursery care provided for both services. 

April 6 @ 6:00 PM 

We will start the evening with a shared pot-

luck, followed by a communion service in the 

church fellowship hall. Nursery care provided. 

Good Friday, April 7 @ 6:00 PM 

The Good Friday Tenebrae service will be held 

at Sugar Creek UMC. Nursery care provided. 

Join us for these special services 

during Holy Week at Sugar 

Creek UMC.  

There will not be a Dessert First 

fellowship, or small groups on 

Wednesday, April 5. 


